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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to SIS Canada, a small school with big heart located in the forests of British Columbia.  All 
of the teaching staff bring a unique background to the school community and yet are united in a 
singular aim:  to deliver the best education possible to each and every student.  Every one of you 
possesses your own set of strengths and it is the aim of each teacher to help you develop them to 
the fullest.  I very much look forward to working with each of you throughout the year and 
witnessing your strengths unfold. 

  

Next year, and the years to immediately follow, look to be fresh and exciting as we embrace a new 
curriculum.  At SIS Canada you can expect to experience many group projects that require you to 
think critically and build team-work skills.  You can also expect to take an active approach in your 
own learning:  ask questions, be creative and be willing to take risks. At SIS Canada learning is a 
process that takes place in many shapes and forms so students are encouraged to keep an open 
mind and a “can do” attitude.  With those two tools, you are sure to succeed. 

  

Something that sets SIS apart from other schools is our small classes.  Although this may be difficult 
because it means less chances to make friends, it is of great benefit to you as a student because it 
means you can develop a close relationship with each of your teachers.  To maximize that 
opportunity I encourage every student to not be shy and engage with your teachers as much as 
possible.  We have all travelled a long way to be your teachers so   

 

As an international student living in British Columbia, getting involved in the local community can be 
very rewarding but also very challenging.  It is our passion to see each of our students become a part 
of the community through participating in sports, clubs and activities aimed for teens.  While our 
campus becomes a home away from home, every weekend offers the opportunity to immerse 
yourself in Canadian life.  

Every year SIS gets better and better due to the positive spirit, diligent attitude and friendly nature 
of all of our students.  Our school motto is “Active Learning Together For The Future”.  To every 
student, I urge you to embody that message every day while at SIS Canada. 

  

Marc Daneault 
Principal  



Page | 4  Effective September 2017 
 

 

SIS Canada 

Faculty 2017 - 2018 
Name Qualification Position 

Daneault, Marc 
Bachelor of Arts 

Masters of Education 
BC Teacher Certificate 

Principal 

Young, James 
Bachelor of Education 
BC Teacher Certificate 

Teacher – Secondary  
English and  Humanities 

Leverette, Adam 
Bachelor of Education 
Bachelor of Sciences 

BC Teacher Certificate 
Teacher – Secondary Sciences 
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Our Vision and Guiding Principles 
As we are committed to equipping our students for the demands and opportunities of the 21st 

century, we provide an environment that nurtures innovative thinking, fosters positive social and 

self-awareness and builds effective communication skills by offering instruction and curricula that is 

sensitive to each student’s individual needs and allows for personalization of learning. 

 

Our Guiding Principles  

1. Innovative Thinking  
At SIS Canada we build Innovative Thinking Skills by instilling in each student the ability to 

think creatively and critically. 

a. Creative Thinking  
Students are enabled to think creatively through opportunities that allow them to take 

initiative, exercise choice, explore ideas and options, question and challenge, make 

connections, and imagine and visualize the possibilities.  

b. Critical Thinking  
Students become critical thinkers when they are asked to formulate questions and gather 

relevant information.  They are taught to consider different points of view, and then 

determine a judgment or conclusion based on criteria, evidence and experience.  

2. Personal Positive Awareness 
We believe that Positive Personal Awareness is essential to lead a healthy and happy life. 

Students are guided to set goals, monitor progress, regulate emotions, respect their own 

rights and the rights of others, manage stress and persevere in difficult situations. They keep 

themselves healthy and physically active, are financially literate, demonstrate self-respect 

and express a sense of personal well-being. 

3. Social Responsibility  

We believe that Social Responsibility provides the foundation for healthy relationships and a 

compassionate society.  Students develop social awareness and responsibility through an 

environment that values co-operation and collaboration and in which students experience 

empathy and social well-being. Our students learn to make decisions based on the benefit to 

all, show respect for everyone’s rights and show empathy and a sense of ethical care as they 

consider differing views. 

4. Effective Communication Skills  

a. Language Skill 
We believe that strong Language Skills are a fundamental tool for effective communication. 

Students become competent language and symbol users through activities that allow them 

to see how language and community are inextricably related.  They learn how language 

shapes culture and culture shapes language.  

b. Digital Literacy 
We believe that fluency with Digital tools is essential for success in the 21st Century.  

Students develop digital literacy by activities across the curriculum that incorporate digital 

literacy and are provided opportunities to engage critically and creatively with digital 

media. They are also instructed about the privacy, ethical and personal safety issues related 

to digital media and the implications of these for their futures  
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Academic Program 
 

Secondary G9~G12 

 
The grades of 9 – 12 represent the senior years at SIS Canada and as such, they are a time when 

students are beginning their transition to becoming adults.  The focus of our senior programs is to 

enable every student to make appropriate choices in their learning, set goals and experience success.  

Our programs are rich not only in academic pursuits but also in the tradition of guiding every student 

as they develop healthy bodies and minds, as well as respect for themselves and others. 

 

Personalized Learning 

Our academic programs continue to be centered on the central disciplines of Language Arts, Math, 

Science and Social Studies.  However as they progress into the grades of 11 and 12 students are 

presented with choices, or electives, so that they may begin to specialize in their studies.  Within 

Language Arts students, alongside their required course, may also choose from courses like Writing, 

Communications and Literature.  In the Sciences students may choose to concentrate on Biology, 

Chemistry or Physics. In the field of Math, students may choose from Calculus, Algebra. And in Social 

Studies students may choose from History, Geography and Economics.  There are a host of other 

elective courses that students may also choose that range from Marketing and Computers to Music 

and Visual Arts. In their senior year, students have come to realize who they are and where their 

strengths lie.  Considering this, our senior programs have been designed to offer a variety of sensible 

choices so the students are able to continue on their path of learning.   

 

Health and Well Being 

The 9-12 Physical Education program is centered on healthy active living. The focus for senior level 

students is on lifelong physical activities, personal planning, and the science of exercise. At this level 

students are establishing a greater a sense of self and what their strengths and weaknesses are. 

Classes at this level try to offer a lot of variety so that students can find activities that they really 

enjoy. This is important so that students can continue to live healthy active lifestyles after school or 

later on in life.  

 

Life Enrichment  

After graduating, our students will be going forth into an ever changing world where working with 

others, caring for the environment and communicating across cultures will be paramount.  For these 

reasons, our curriculums have been designed to foster in every student a sense of personal and 

social responsibility.  Creative, critical and reflective thinking assignments ensure that students can 

mature into intelligent as well as sensible and caring adults.  Furthermore, volunteer requirements, 

participation in community issues and plentiful group activities ensure that every student graduates 

from our program with both the skills and awareness of the importance of working with others. 
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STUDENT RELATED POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 

SIS Canada Code of Conduct Policy 

SIS Canada wishes to establish and maintain a safe, caring, and orderly environment in which all 

learners can learn effectively, achieve personal and social growth, and practice responsible 

citizenship. All members of the SIS Canada community have the right to know what is expected of 

them, to be protected from discrimination, physical harm or verbal abuse, to have their positive 

behavior recognized, and to have their personal property respected. In return for these rights, SIS 

Canada believes that all members of the community have a responsibility to respect themselves, 

others, SIS Canada, and the environment. 

Students demonstrate respect by conducting themselves properly on SIS Canada premises, while 

travelling to and from SIS Canada, and while attending an SIS Canada sponsored activity. A bus or 

any vehicle transporting students is deemed to be an extension of SIS Canada for the purposes of 

this policy and therefore all rules apply. A matrix of SIS Canada Wide Expectations is attached to 

this document and is displayed throughout the building to remind all of what proper conduct is. 

Behaviors that interfere with learning or create unsafe conditions are considered disrespectful and 

are unacceptable. All students are expected to be responsible for their learning and for their 

behavior. As students mature, they are expected to make more responsible choices about their 

behavior and to accept the consequences of those choices. 

The Principal has paramount authority to ensure the health and safety of students and to preserve 

order within SIS Canada. 

 

In the event that SIS Canada or personal property has been damaged, the parents of the student 

(s) involved are expected to pay for all costs. 

The following is a detailed list of behaviors that are not acceptable at SIS Canada and the 

consequences that will result of engaging in them. 
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Behavior infractions have been classified according to level of severity: 

       Levels  Intervention 

      Level 1  Reminder/One to One Conference 

      Level 2  Parent conference 

      Level 3  Suspension 

      Level 4  Expulsion 

Note: These interventions may not always occur in order. 

 

SIS Canada Behavior Policy in Detail 
 

  Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

1 Late without adequate reason ○ ○ 
  

2 Not wearing complete SIS uniform/PE Uniform ○ ○ ○  

3 Playing computer games in the SIS building ○ ○ ○  

4 Possess undeclared electronic device ○ ○ ○  

5 Breaking dorm bed time rules ○ ○ ○  

6 Going to restricted places during weekends (ie/PC room ...)          ○ ○ ○  

7 Watching or sharing of illegal or improper media ○ ○ ○  

8 Inappropriately exposing body ○ ○ ○  

9 Physical touching (same/different gender) ○ ○ ○  

10 Dishonesty (cheating or lying) ○ ○ ○  

11 Overtly excluding others (bullying) ○ ○ ○ ○ 

12 Violence (verbal, physical) 
  

○ ○ 

13 Theft, stealing 
  

○ ○ 

14 Drinking 
  

○ ○ 

15 Smoking 
  

○ ○ 

16 Sexual Act (same/different gender) 
   

○ 

17 Sexual Violence (same/different gender) 
   

○ 

18 Reached Level 3 in 3 same/different infractions.    ○ 

 

*No 1 – level 1 will result in warning by the Principal 

*No 11 ~ No 17- LEVEL 4 can be directly applied according to the gravity of offense. 

*Undeclared electronic devices will be confiscated when discovered and returned upon graduation. 
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SIS Canada Wide Expectations 

 Classroom Hallways Cafeteria Playground Bus 

Respect Self 

Use inside voice 

Try new things 

Listen 

Do your best work 

 

Be careful  

Walk  

Put your belongings 

away 

Eat what you take 

Take the time to 

enjoy your meal 

Use inside Voice 

Eat a variety of foods 

Walk nicely 

downstairs 

Play hard 

Play safe 

Decide to play or not 

Wear your seat 

belt  

Stay in your seat 

Sit properly and 

quietly. 

Respect 

Others 

Be on time. 

Keep hands and feet 

to self 

Listen to each other 

Be polite and kind 

Respect people’s 

property 

Walk  

Use inside voices 

Take turns 

Follow the directions 

of the staff 

Greet and thank  the 

Chef 

Let supervisor eat 

first 

Use inside voice and 

remain seated. 

Use your manners 

Take your share 

Include everyone who 

wants to play 

Keep hands, feet or 

objects to yourself  

Play properly, 

politely, fairly 

Use inside car 

voice 

Keep hands and 

feet to yourself 

Take turns 

entering and 

leaving 

Greet and thank 

the bus driver 

Take an empty 

seat 

Respect 

Environment 

And SIS 

Canada 

Keep the place tidy 

and clean. 

Take care of 

classroom things 

Use resources wisely 

 

Keep hallway clean 

Take off muddy 

shoes at the entrance 

Be careful  of  things 

on display 

Wear inside shoes 

Clean up  

Push your chair in 

Make sure you take 

all dishes back 

 

Choose a good game 

for the space 

Take care of the play 

space 

Pick up any garbage 

Stay in your play area 

Return equipment 

Keep the bus clean 

Save snacks for 

later unless 

permission is given 

Throw trash in the 

trash can 
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Academic and Personal Honesty 
 
A good school is one that works toward imparting a sense of honour and high principles to its 
students. This ideal is crucial to the integrity of SIS Canada.  Academic honesty is expected of all 
students at SIS Canada.  It is an integral part of the educational process where learning takes place in 
an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect. Each student is responsible to practice high standards of 
academic honesty, personal honesty, and moral character. Dishonest academic behaviour will be 
dealt with fairly and firmly. 

Academic dishonesty is defined to include, but is not limited to, cheating, representing other’s work 
as one's own work (plagiarism), lying, inappropriate collaboration, dishonesty in examinations or the 
writing of papers, interfering with other students' work, dishonesty in producing homework, 
deliberately falsifying data and copyright violations.  
 

Plagiarism 

Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work, or borrowing someone else's original 
ideas. But terms like "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the offense.  

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means: 

1. To steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own.  
2. To use (another's production) without crediting the source.  
3. To commit literary theft.  
4. To present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.  

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else's work and lying 

about it afterward.  

All of the following are considered plagiarism: 

 Turning in someone else's work as your own.  
 Copy and pasting work from the internet. 
 Copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit.  
 Failing to put a quotation in quotation marks.  
 Giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation.  
 Changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit.  
 Copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, 

whether you give credit or not. 
Most cases of plagiarism can be avoided, however, by citing sources. Simply acknowledging that 

certain material has been borrowed, and providing your audience with the information necessary to 

find that source, is usually enough to prevent plagiarism. 

(http://www.plagiarism.org/learning_center/what_is_plagiarism.html) 

Plagiarism will result in a zero grade for that assignment and a phone call to the parents.  If two 

students are involved (one giving the material and one using the material), in an act of plagiarism, 

both parties will receive a zero score and a phone call home.  Continued acts of plagiarism will result 

in suspension and possible failure of a course. 
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Attendance Policy 

Students are expected to attend SIS Canada every day. Students who do not attend every day do not 

perform as well in their studies.  Therefore students should be away only if absolutely necessary.  In 

the event that a student must be absent or late due to illness, medical appointment, or family 

emergency, parents must call the office prior to 8:30 a.m. to leave a detailed message.  If a parent 

does not call, SIS Canada becomes concerned about the safety of the student, and tries to find him 

or her, so a phone call is very important for the smooth running of the program.  If a parent wishes 

to approve an absence from SIS Canada for other reasons, the parent must submit a written letter or 

Attendance Form explaining when and why the student will not be in attendance.  If parents request 

an extended leave of absence, the student is responsible to arrange for and complete all work which 

has been or will be missed.  While SIS Canada will try to accommodate parent’s requests for 

homework, 7 days’ written notice must be given in order for the teacher to prepare the work. 

 

Dress Code Policy 

SIS Canada expects each student to dress in a way that is appropriate for learning environment and 

displays respect towards his/her classmates and teachers.    A dress code helps create a sense of 

belonging to the group, and eliminate fashion competition that can sometimes cause bad feelings 

among students.   

SIS Canada students are required to wear a white shirt with dark grey, blue or black pants on each 

school day.  During PE, students are expected to wear dark grey, blue or black shorts or sportswear 

pants and a similar colored shirt or sweatshirt. 

Students are not permitted to wear any clothes that display brand names or logos. 

Students must keep their PE gear and a pair of good running shoes, available in their lockers every 

week day.  Students may not wear their PE gear during regular class, except on special occasions, 

with prior permission. 

Students are expected to wash their PE clothing regularly or at least on the weeknd so it can be 

ready for use on Monday.  Although we do not exclude students from PE due to a lack of PE gear, 

they are not able to participate fully, so it is important that this routine become established early in 

the year, and maintained constantly. 

Personal Information Privacy Policy 

Safeguarding personal information of parents, students and employees is a fundamental concern of 

SIS Canada. SIS Canada is committed to meeting or exceeding the privacy standards established by 

British Columbia’s Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) and any other applicable legislation. 

This Personal Information Privacy Policy describes the policies and practices of SIS Canada regarding 

the collection, use and disclosure of personal information, including the steps SIS Canada has taken 

to ensure personal and financial information is handled appropriately and securely. 
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SIS Canada may add, modify or remove portions of this Personal Information Privacy Policy when it is 

considered appropriate to do so, and any such changes will be effective upon giving notice of the 

revised policy. 

“Personal information” means any information about an identifiable individual, as further defined 

under British Columbia’s Personal Information Protection Act or other applicable laws. Personal 

information excludes the name, position name or title, business telephone number, business 

address, business email, and business fax number of an individual, as well as any publicly available 

information as designated under applicable laws, such as information available from a public 

telephone directory or from a public registry. 

SIS Canada uses personal information as follows: 

 To communicate with parents and students, process applications and ultimately to provide 

students with the educational services and co-curricular programs expect. 

 To enable SIS Canada to operate administratively, including reporting to the Ministry of 

Education, payment of fees and maintenance of non-educational programs. 

 Health, psychological, or legal information to provide certain specialized services in those areas 

or as adjunct information in delivering educational services. 

 To communicate with family members and alumni. 

If for any reason personal information is required to fulfill another purpose, SIS Canada will, where 

appropriate, notify you and ask for consent before proceeding. Further information may be found at 

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/00_03063_01 

 

Progress Reports – Assessment Of and For Learning 

Progress reports are distributed four times during the year as per the published calendar.  Generally 

speaking, progress reports followed by Parent/Teacher/Student interviews will take place in 

November, April and June (upon request). Any fees associated with document authenticity are 

solely the responsibility of the parent/guardian. 

The primary purpose of reports is to improve student learning.  They are intended to improve 

communication with parents about the student and their learning.  Students are encouraged to be 

active participants in discussing their learning, both during the term and at progress reporting time.  

At all stages, the focus is on what has been learned, which forms the basis for planning what needs 

to be learned next. 

Teachers at SIS Canada will use a variety of assessment methods, and will endeavor to make sure 

that students know the assessment criteria before the work is begun.  Students are often invited to 

participate in setting the criteria for an assignment.   The teacher tries to give specific descriptive 

feedback before, during, and after the learning.  Evidence of learning is collected from multiple 

sources over an extended period of time.  This may include such things as observations, written 

assignments and tests, multimedia presentations, performances and conversations.  Therefore, a 

student who performs poorly on one test or assignment will have many opportunities to 

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/00_03063_01
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demonstrate that they have achieved the required learning outcome.  Students are encouraged to 

practice self-assessment, asking themselves the questions:  “What’s working?  What’s not working?  

What’s the next step in learning?” 

Communication about assessment should be ongoing, clear, purposeful and respectful.  Therefore, 

reports sent home should balance areas of growth and areas of strength, and, where possible, 

provide examples to demonstrate both.   

Parents are asked to refrain from comparing their student’s grades with those of other students in 

the class.  Students learn at different rates and can express their learning in many different ways.  

Students enroll in SIS Canada with a variety of levels of proficiency in English. Particularly for English 

Language Learners, adaptations may need to be made to adjust the reading level of material, and 

this is an expected part of providing for individualized learning experiences at SIS Canada. 

Technology 

All students are asked to meet the following expectations regarding technology. 

1. Technology should only be accessed when indicated by the classroom teacher.  If the technology 

device is not needed for class, it should be left in the back pack or under the care of the teacher.  

2. During the day, only English sites should be accessed, and all language settings must be in 

English. 

3. SIS takes a strict policy towards computer games.  ***Students are not permitted to play 

computer games of any kind while in or on the campus of SIS Canada. 

4. Only apps and sites that have educational value shall be accessed during the day. While there is 

considerable entertainment value to be found through an iPad or a laptop, games and personal 

internet searches should be saved for designated times.   

5. A student may receive permission from the classroom teacher to access information in Korean 

where no similar information is available in English. 

6. If a student is found to have material on their iPad that is deemed unsuitable (eg: inappropriate 

video, violent games or adult content) SIS Canada may request that this material be removed. 

7. If a student misuses their technology device (watching videos, playing games and/or checking 

social websites during class time), the consequences laid out in pag10 of the Behavior Policy in 

Detail will come into effect. 
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Speaking English  

We believe that students who practice speaking English constantly throughout their day will 

learn better in all of their courses, and will become fluent speakers of English more quickly.  We 

also believe that learning should be fun and that students enjoy learning from each other. The 

guidelines for speaking English are as follows: 

1. As a condition of enrolment, students agree to speak English, without being reminded 

by adults or other students.  This applies at all times during class and as requested by 

adults within the building.   

2. Class time is defined as any time that students are in attendance at SIS Canada programs, 

either within the building or on excursions outside the building.  We recognize that it is 

polite for students to respond in Korean to if addressed in Korean by a guest or elder, or 

if requested to do so by a teacher. 

3. To assist a student who does not know how to say a word in English, students may on 

occasion ask, “How do you say ___________ in English?”   

 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

Counseling 

After admission to SIS Canada, your student’s teacher will deal with all counseling related to your 
student’s learning progress. Please schedule a meeting with your child’s teacher if you have any 
questions or concerns.  
 
The principal or designate is also pleased to provide guidance and advice regarding your child’s 
educational future.  This includes exploring alternative or enriched study, such as local or 
international study or cultural exchange programs, or planning for entrance into post-secondary 
institutions in Korea or internationally.  Because SIS Canada has contacts in British Columbia, Canada, 
and other countries, we are able to suggest several possibilities for your consideration.   Feel free to 
call for an appointment if you wish to consult on these matters.  
Translation services will be provided by SIS Canada for all meetings with staff. 

  
Refund Policy 
The application and admissions test fees are non-refundable. 
The enrollment fee is refundable before the commencement of classes. After commencement of 
classes, the fee is non-refundable. 
 
All other fees are refundable as follows: 

Before the commencement of classes = 100% refund. 
After the commencement of classes: 

- Before 1/3 of month’s class days completed – 2/3 of month’s fees 
- Before 1/2 of month’s class days completed – 1/2 of month’s fees 
- After 1/2 of month’s class days completed – No Refund. 

 
All documents are non-returnable so please keep originals and provide high quality copies or scans. 
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Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews 

As a part of regular reporting of student progress, Skype interview for parents are scheduled three 

times per year in November and April.  Students are encouraged to participate in interviews to 

demonstrate their self-assessment of their learning and that they are responsible for their own 
learning.  Translation services are provided, and every effort will be made to accommodate a 
parent’s schedule in order to ensure that every child receives the most benefit from the reporting 
process.  In preparation for interviews, parents are encouraged to familiarize themselves with 
“Progress Reports:  Assessment Of and For Learning” in the student information section of this 
handbook. 

Should a teacher or parent need to meet at other times during the year regarding a student’s 
progress, appointments will be scheduled at a mutually beneficial time.  To ensure clear 
communication, translation services are provided when necessary.   

Guidelines for Gift Giving 

Gifts for Teachers:  The teachers very much appreciate receiving a thank you and recognition for 

good work from parents and students.  However, we suggest that appropriate gifts are small and 

relatively inexpensive.  In English, we would say, “It’s the thought that counts, not the size of the 

gift!”  Do not send expensive gifts to SIS Canada as teachers have been asked not to accept them. 

Communications 

SIS Canada publishes a monthly newsletter of activities.  In these newsletters, you will find 

information about upcoming events, some reporting of recent activities, and information about 

programming.  Newsletters are sent out monthly by email within the second or third week of each 

month.   
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SIS CANADA 
 

 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

 

Time Activity 

8:50-9:00 Homeroom Meeting 

9:00-10:20 Period One 

10:20-10:40 Break 

10:40-12:00 Period Two 

12:00-1:00 Lunch& Break 

1:00-2:20 Period Three 

2:20-2:40 Break 

2:40-4:00 Period Four 

4:00 Snack 

4:00-5:30 After School Activity 

 

AFTER SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 

**This is a tentative schedule.  If students are participating in scheduled activities in 

Campbell River, the schedule may be adjusted to accommodate that. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4:00 –5:30 Activity Activity Activity Activity No Activity 

6:00-6:30 

 
         Dinner 

 

6:30-8:00       Homework or Study 

8:00-10:00                         Free Time 

10:00-
11:00 

        Prepare for sleep and lights out 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

2017- 2018 

 

At a Glance Requirements –What You Need to Graduate 
 
In order to graduate with a Dogwood (called a ‘Dogwood as there is a Dogwood Tree Flower 
on the Diploma) every student in the Graduation Program has to pass certain prerequisite 
courses: English, mathematics, social studies and sciences etc.. The table below is an 
overview of what you need to graduate: 
The minimum number of credits are: 

- 48 credits from required courses, 
- 28 credits from elective courses, and 
- 4 credits from Graduation Transitions. 

Graduation requirements are introduced in your Planning 10 class. For more help, talk to 
your teacher or school counselor, and refer to the Grad Planner for more details. 
 

REQUIRED COURSES: 
Subject Area        Minimum Credits 
Planning 10         4 
English 10          4 
English 11          4 
English 12         4 
Foundations of Math and Pre-calculus 10     4 
a Mathematics 11 or 12       4 
a Fine Arts and/or Applied Skills 10, 11 or 12     4 
Social Studies 10        4 
Social Studies 11         4 
Science 10         4 
A Science 11 (Chemistry, Physics, or Biology)    4 
Physical Education 10        4 

48 credits 
ELECTIVE COURSES: 
 
Students must earn at least 28 elective credits.   Minimum Credits 
 

Additional Grade 10-12 credits*      28 credits 
 
GRADUATION TRANSITIONS 
Students must earn 4 credits for Graduation Transitions 4 credits 

MINUIMUM OVERALL TOTAL: 80 credits 
**Of the 80 credits for graduation, at least 16 must be at the Grade 12 level, including a 
Grade 12 English course. Others may be required or elective courses.  
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**** The more credits you have, the better it looks on your transcript  
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General Information 
 
Fine Arts/ Applied Skills Required Credits   
You must successfully complete a minimum of 4 credits in the Fine Arts or Applied Skills during grade 
10, 11 or 12.  Courses that meet this requirement are indicated in this prospectus. 
 
Graduation Transitions (GT)   Prerequisite: Planning 10 
Students who graduate with a BC Dogwood Diploma must complete the Graduation Transitions 
course. The final mark for this course is not calculated in the student’s GPA as there is no percentage 
final mark given. RM (Requirements Met) is the only completion indicator. GT is to be completed by 
Grade 12 students outside the timetable, with the guidance of an assigned teacher. This course has 3 
modules as listed below. • Personal Health – maintain a personal health plan and participate in 
moderate to vigorous physical activity, throughout grade 11 & 12. • Community Connections – 
participate in work experience and/or community service and describe what was learned. • Career 
and Life – complete a transition plan and present significant accomplishments in an exit interview.   
4 credits 
 
Daily Physical Activity (DPA) 
As part of the requirements for graduation in British Columbia, all students are required to 
participate in daily physical activity.  Grade 8, 9 and 10 students satisfy this requirement by taking 
Physical Education course.  Grade 11 and 12 students can also satisfy this requirement by taking a 
P.E. course.  Other students need to keep a log of their physical activities to be turned in by the end 
of each school year.  A mark of RM (Requirements Met) is given upon completion.  Grade 12 
students record their DPA as part of the Graduation Transition package. 
 
 
 

Course Descriptions 

Art Courses (Visual and Performing Arts) 
To meet graduation program requirements, all students must successfully complete a minimum of 4 credits 
in the Fine Arts and/or Applied Skills subject areas from grades 10 to 12 
 
Art 10 – (VAG 10) ‐ prerequisite: none 
Art 10 is a general art course designed to introduce a broad range of experiences in 2D and 3D visual arts. This 
foundation course provides a balanced program of study in both traditional and contemporary art forms, such 
as drawing, painting, printmaking, design and ceramics. This course offers students an opportunity to 
experience a wide variety of media. 
4 credits (FA) 
 
Art Foundations 11 ‐ (AF11) ‐ prerequisite: none 
Art 11B is a general art course designed to build on the skills learned in Art 10. This foundation course is 
designed to provide a balanced program of study in both traditional and contemporary art forms, such as 
drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, design, and digital imaging. 4 credits (FA) 
 
Art Foundations 12 – (AF 12) ‐ prerequisite: Art Foundations 11 or permission from the teacher 
Art 12 is an art course designed as a continuation of a broad range of experiences in 2D and 3D visual arts. This 
course is designed to provide a balanced program of study in both traditional and contemporary art forms, 
such as drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, design, and digital imaging. This course demands that 
students are able to work independently and to develop unique and personal imagery. 4 credits (FA) 
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Media Arts 12 (VAMT 12) Prerequisite: Art Foundations 11 or permission from the teacher 
Media Arts 11 is a course that focuses on developing skills to respond to media artwork and create art using 
media arts technology.  This may include photography, video, computer technologies and computer and digital 
recording.  Students examine the impact of technology on the creation of visual artwork and critically examine 
the social, cultural and historical context of media arts.   
 
Music 10 (Guitar) (MGR10) Prerequisite: none 
Development of techniques as specific to guitar and abilities to read and notate music ideas, use appropriate 
music terminology, and understand the elements of solo and ensemble guitar music styles; music theory and 
development of sight reading strategies specific to guitar • 4 Credits 

Popular Music Ensemble 11. (YVP11A)  Prerequisite: General Music 10  

Students will expand their knowledge of pop music and small ensemble performance. Students will learn 
and perform various popular songs ranging from the 1950’s to the present. Instrumentation will be based on 
students’ prior experience but will be comprised of a minimum of Drums, Bass, Guitar, Keyboard, Vocals. 
Enrolment will be limited to a maximum of 7 students. As opposed to large ensembles, students will have 
the opportunity to work in a more intimate and intense form of musical expression while performing songs 
more related to their personal tastes. 4 Credits 

 
 

Business Education Courses 

Marketing 11‐ (MK11) ‐ Prerequisite: None 
Marketing includes the processes by which businesses introduce their goods, services, and ideas to potential 
purchasers and exchange them for value. It is one of the core elements in the entrepreneurial private 
enterprise system. Courses in marketing provide students with opportunities to examine the nature and role of 
marketing in local and global contexts.  They learn how marketing helps businesses determine and meet 
customer needs, how businesses present a variety of products and services, how marketing helps individuals 
and firms become and remain successful, how businesses operate most effectively when individuals recognize 
their roles and responsibilities as consumers and producers, and how consumer decisions influence the 
marketplace. Students gain an understanding of the need for good customer relations and of how this attitude 
drives the economic system in Canada. 4 Credits (Applied Skills) 
 
Entrepreneurship 12 ‐ (ENT12) ‐ Prerequisite: Social Studies 11 
 Entrepreneurship is based on the ability to  

 Identify, evaluate, and act on business opportunities.  

 Students work in groups to identify, research, and choose business opportunities  

 learn how to protect intellectual property 

 A great deal of field research is involved  4 Credits (Applied Skills) 
 
Planning 10 – (PLAN10) ‐ Prerequisite: None 
As a graduation requirement, this course incorporates the following topics: 
• Preparing for Takeoff: skills for success in school, graduation Program (course requirements, exams, focus 
areas) 
• Education and Careers: post‐secondary education and training, exploring possible careers, employment 
standards and workplace safety, school, family, and community resources 
• Money, Money, Money: costs of education and career options, personal finances, budgeting, credit and debt 
• Alive and well: lifestyle and wellness, nutrition, substance abuse awareness, healthy relationships/sexual 
decision making, driving safety 4 credits 
 
Leadership 12 – (YCPA12A) Prerequisite: permission from the teacher 
Leadership is based upon the development of three basic modules:  Defining leadership, effective leadership 
and leading through service.  One of the goals of this course is to aid students in developing greater self-
confidence and moral responsibility through serving in an effective and positive youth leadership role.  4 
credits (will be granted in the final year the course is taken) 
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Computer Science Courses 
 
Information Technology 11‐ (Digital Communications) (ICTC 11) Prerequisite: None 
This course is focuses on the development of speed, proficiency and breadth of knowledge with the use of 
common software. The four modules are: gathering and processing Information, refining and organizing, 
presenting and communicating and new technologies. 4 Credits (Applied Skills) 
 
 
Information Technology 11 (Digital Media Development) (ICTM 11) Prerequisite:  None 
This course focuses on visual media development.  The four modules are: digital desktop video, 2D graphic 
design and publishing, 3D design and animation and web publishing.  4 Credits (Applied Skills) 
 
Information Technology 12‐ (Digital Communications) (ICTC 12) Prerequisite: ICTC 11 or permission from the 
teacher 
This course is focuses on the development of speed, proficiency and breadth of knowledge with the use of 
common software. The four modules are: gathering and processing Information, refining and organizing, 
presenting and communicating and new technologies. 4 Credits (Applied Skills) 
 
 
 

English Courses 

English 10- (EN 10) Prerequisite: English 9 
Students will build on skills developed in the preceding year. They will investigate literary themes, techniques, 
terminology and develop insight about literature. Short stories, novels, essays, poetry, modern drama and a 
Shakespearean play make up the literature component of the grade 10 course. Teachers will organize the 
material to suit the needs of the students. Activities will be employed in fashioning the course so as to suit the 
wide range of abilities in a class. Students will undertake a considerable amount of writing: some personal, 
some in response to the literature; some creative. In addition to improving their writing skills, students will 
develop expertise in editing and in improving their critical and analytical thinking. 4 Credits 
 
English 11 – (EN 11) ‐ Prerequisite: English 10 
Students will build on skills developed in the preceding year. Students will investigate literary themes, 
techniques and terminology in greater depth. A more mature insight of literature will be expected. Short 
stories, novels, essays, poetry, modern drama, and a Shakespearean play make up the literature component of 
the grade 11 course. Activities will be employed in fashioning the course so as to suit a wide range of student 
abilities. Students will undertake a considerable amount of writing: some personal, some in response to the 
literature, some creative. In addition to improving their writing skills, students will develop expertise in editing 
and in improving their critical and analytical thinking. 4 Credits 
 
English 12 – (EN 12) ‐ Prerequisite: English 11 
Students will build on skills developed in the preceding year. Students will develop a thorough understanding 
of literary themes, techniques and terminology. Short stories, novels, essays, poetry, modern drama, and 
Drama (should time permit) make up the literature component of the grade 12 course. Teachers will organize 
the material to suit the needs of various classes. Activities will be employed in fashioning the course so as to 
suit a wide range of student abilities and to build skills for the world of work, to instil in students a life‐long 
love of and appreciation for literature, and to prepare students for the requirements of the government 
examination. Students will undertake a considerable amount of writing: some personal, some in response to 
the literature, some creative. In addition to improving their writing skills, students will develop expertise in 
editing and in improving their critical and analytical thinking. 
*40% of the course mark is dependent on a final Provincial Exam and you must pass the Provincial Exam- 
minimum 50%.  
4 Credits 
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Language Studies Courses 
 
French 10 – (FR 10)  
This program offers a balanced approach to meaningful second language learning. While examining topics that 
are relevant to everyday life, students will be engaged in both oral and written activities that will enhance their 
fluency. Students will also delve into aspects of French culture from around the world. Since French is one of 
Canada’s official languages, students’ knowledge of it will be invaluable to them when traveling or seeking 
employment. 4 credits 
 
French 11 – (FR 11) ‐ Prerequisite: French 10 
This program further develops second language learning by providing students with opportunities to enhance 
their speaking and writing skills. 4 credits 

 
 
Social Studies Courses 
 
Social Studies 10 – (SS 10) ‐ Prerequisite: Social Studies 9 
The aim of this course is to examine British North America and Canada from 1815‐1914. Social Studies 10 
themes will enhance student understandings of how politics and laws evolved, society and culture changed, 
economics and technology expanded, and present geography/environmental concerns. Students will improve 
their reading and writing skills, critical thinking skills, map reading skills and apply their knowledge of social 
issues. Students are expected to complete daily homework and be prepared to participate and contribute in 
class discussions. 4 Credits 
 
Social Studies 11 – (SS 11) ‐ Prerequisite: Social Studies 10 
The aim of this course is to examine Canada’s evolving domestic and foreign policies as a multicultural nation 
from 1914‐ 2007. Social Studies 11 themes will examine the interrelations of society and culture with 
governments, Canadian Laws, fluctuating economics, technological advancements and global environmental 
concerns. Canada’s present interaction in world affairs will also be interpreted to predict our potential 
participation in future world events. Students will develop reading and writing skills and critical thinking skills 
using a variety of resources to understand causal relationships. Other skills to be improved include map 
reading, daily homework and analysis of video materials and photo images. 
4 Credits 
 
History 12 – (HI12) ‐ Prerequisite: Socials Studies 11  
This is a global history of the twentieth century in which students will analyze the political, economic and social 
issues within and between various regions of the world. The course begins with the aftermath of the Great 
War, including the Russian Revolutionary period and the repercussions of the Paris peace treaties. We then 
examine the salient events of the inter‐war years, especially neocolonial movements and the Great Depression, 
which give way to World War II. This is followed by in‐depth coverage of the Cold War as well as the 
predominant domestic and foreign policies of the world powers. The course concludes with a detailed study of 
the New World Order created by the dissolution of the USSR, including recent crises, and what they suggest 
about political, economic and social policies today. Students will develop an awareness of various approaches 
to history, gaining historical empathy and an appreciation of context while working with a variety of primary, 
secondary and visual sources. 4 Credits 
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Mathematics Courses 
 
Foundations of Math and Pre‐ Calculus 10 – (FMP 10) ‐ Prerequisite: Mathematics 9 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical‐thinking skills 
identified for post‐secondary studies in programs that do not require the study of theoretical calculus like 
Geography, Arts or Humanities. Topics include financial mathematics, geometry, measurement, number, 
logical reasoning, relations and functions, and statistics and probability. Most students will choose this 
pathway. 
4 Credits 
 
Pre‐ Calculus 11 – (PREC 11) ‐ Prerequisite: Foundations of Math 10 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical‐thinking skills 
identified for entry into post‐secondary programs that require the study of theoretical calculus like Sciences or 
Engineering. Topics include algebra and number, measurement, relations and functions, trigonometry, 
permutations, combinations and binomial theorem. A small number of students will choose this pathway 
(Sample future plans: Math, Engineering, Science, Medicine, Commerce)     4 Credits 
 
Pre-Calculus 12 ‐ (PREC 12) Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 11  
This course is intended for students who plan to take a university program that requires Calculus (sciences, 
engineering, and business)   Topics include Trigonometry, Relations and Functions and Combinations and 
Permutation s A TI 83 graphing calculator is required for this course.  4 Credits 
 
Calculus 12 – (CAL12) Prerequisite: a minimum of a C+ in Pre-Calculus 12  
Calculus is very different than other math courses.  Calculus is about change and motion so that scientists, 
engineers, economists and many others are able to use it to model real-life, dynamic situations.  This course is 
difficult and will be taught in a double block situation from January to June.  4 Credits 
 
 
 

Physical Education Courses 

Physical Education 10 – (PE 10) ‐ Prerequisite: Physical Education 9 
The objective of our Physical Education program is to provide a development framework which will assist in 
accomplishing the goals and learning outcomes of the curriculum. The course content is divided into six major 
activity categories to provide a balance between the more traditional team activities and the leisure‐oriented 
activities. Emphasis is always placed on the student’s fitness level. A student in Physical Education course will 
have achieved a degree of appreciation, understanding, and proficiency in a variety of activities. Each activity 
takes approximately 12 to 18 hours of instruction. 4 credits 
 
Physical Education 11 – (PE 11) ‐ Prerequisite: Physical Education 10 
The grade 11 program focuses on promoting healthy attitudes and physical activity as important parts of each 
student’s lifestyle.  4 credits 
 
Physical Education 12 – (PE 12) ‐ Prerequisite: Physical Education 11 
The grade 12 program focuses on promoting healthy attitudes and physical activity as important parts of each 
student’s lifestyle.  Maintaining personal fitness, developing effective leadership and management skills 
through projects within the school and in the community are part of this course. 4 credits 
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Science Courses 
 
Science 10 – (SC10) ‐ Prerequisite: Science 9 
Science 10 involves the study of the following topics: Sustainability of Ecosystems, Chemical Reactions and 
Radioactivity, Motion, Energy Transfer in Natural Systems, and Plate Tectonics. After the completion of Science 
10, the students may choose courses in specific science fields in grade 11. 4 Credits 
 
Biology 11 – (Bi 11) ‐ Prerequisite: Science 10 
Biology 11 introduces the students to the study of major life forms. The topics are: 
Methods and Principles of Biology, Cells, Microbiology, Botany and Zoology.  Course work includes lectures, 
text and article readings, labs, microscope work, dissections, group work, research projects, videos and 
presentations. Daily homework and study are recommended since the course is heavily dependent on 
vocabulary. 4 Credits 
 
Biology 12 – (Bi 12) ‐ Prerequisite: Science 10 
Biology 12 is a highly academic course essential for students entering life sciences and medical fields. Biology 
12 is required for students entering faculty of science in universities. Biology 12 involves mainly the study of 
the life processes, the cell and the human body. The topics are: Cells and life processes and human biology.  
Course work includes lectures, notes, text and article readings, labs, videos, and research projects. Daily 
homework and study are required for students since the course is highly academic. 4 Credits 
 
Chemistry 11 – (CH 11) ‐ Prerequisite: Science 10 
This course is an introductory course designed to stimulate the students’ interest in chemistry. Core topics 
include the scientific method, the description, classification and theory of matter, the mole concept, the 
periodic table, and organic chemistry. This course is very laboratory oriented requiring numerous formal lab 
reports to be well written and completed on time. Other activities include lectures, discussions, films, videos, 
and problem‐solving sessions. 4 Credits 
 

Chemistry 12 – (CH 12) ‐ Prerequisite: Chemistry 11 
Chemistry 12 includes the following three major topics to be studied in depth: Electro‐chemistry including 
electro‐chemical and electrolytic cells; Chemical Equilibrium including thermo chemistry and reaction kinetics 
and The Chemistry of acids, bases, salts, and buffers.  This course includes several laboratory experiments, so 
formal lab reports (well written and completed on time) are important. Other activities include lectures, 
discussions, films, videos and problem‐solving sessions. Homework is assigned on a daily basis. 4 Credits 
 
Physics 11 – (PH 11) ‐ Prerequisite: Science 10 
Physics 11 is essential for students entering the fields of engineering, many medical fields and the physical 
sciences. The course includes topics like Dynamics and Kinematics (the study of motion), Relativity, Energy 
(including electrical, mechanical and heat) and Wave Motion, with emphasis on light. Extensive use is made of 
the laboratory approach to learning, coupled with reports and problem solving in related areas of study. 4 
Credits 
 
Physics 12 – (PH 12) ‐ Prerequisite: Physics 11 
The course content in Physics 12 is similar to that of Physics 11, but the topics are covered in greater depth. 
Topics involved in Physics 12 include Mechanics (vectors, motion in two dimensions and gravitation), 
Electromagnetism, Static and Current Electricity. The course will be taught in the form of lectures, problem 
solving and laboratory work. Students will be expected to have labs in on time and homework problems done 
on a daily basis. 
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POST SECONDARY INFORMATION (for gr. 11 and 12 Students) 

TYPES OF POST‐SECONDARY EDUCATION 
Early decisions about general career directions are helpful to enable you to select not only the 
appropriate post‐secondary institution, but also the program or faculty. Also, there are required and 
recommended secondary school courses that must be taken to enter certain universities and 
programs. Check the calendars or admission guides of universities you wish to attend. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION IS ONLY A START! REMEMBER – Each post‐secondary institute has its 
own unique entrance requirements, depending on the specific faculty and program. Each student is 
responsible to check these carefully prior to course selection. 
 
POST‐SECONDARY TRAINING AND EDUCATION 
Many jobs require education and training beyond high school graduation. In a competitive job 
market, having SPECIALIZED SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE will provide you with an advantage. You need 
to make some selective decisions related to your interest and ambitions. The following information 
provides an overview of some of the major routes you can follow. Acquaint yourself with what each 
has to offer. 
 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGES offer many types of programs ranging in length from two months to four 
years. Students can take the first year and/or second year of university transfer courses, some 
complete degree programs, a variety of diploma or certificate programs in career areas, or high 
school equivalency upgrading. 
 
UNIVERSITIES: do not necessarily offer specific career training, but provide an enriched educational 
foundation for those interested in preparing for professional schools such as administration, 
engineering, childcare, education, social work, etc., or for those interested in simply learning for its 
own sake. Programs, requirements, and fees differ, so it is advisable to consult specific calendars and 
contact the Admission offices for each. 
 
NOTE: Please be aware of the admission timelines for Universities. 
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Commonly Used Post‐Secondary Terms 
 
Prerequisite: Courses or a grade point average (GPA required getting into a specific course or 
program). 
 
Calendar: This is an official listing of all programs available at a specific post ‐secondary institution. It 
also provides information on admission requirements, important dates, tuition and fee schedules, 
and broad policies about the school. 
 
Post‐Secondary: Any public or private institution offering education or training after high school. 
 
Credit: The weight or value given to a particular course at a school, college or university. 
 
Certificate Program:  A program, usually a year or less, in job specific training. Completion leads to 
employment or can transfer to a two‐year program. 
 
Diploma Program or Associate Degree: The completion of two years of full time study, resulting in a 
diploma. This can lead to either employment or can be transferred into a four‐year undergraduate 
program at the same or another institution. 
 
Undergraduate Program: The completion of four years of full time study resulting in a B.A. (Bachelor 
of Arts) or a B.Sc. (Bachelor of Science). This can lead to employment or can prepare students to 
pursue a Post Graduate Degree (a Master’s Degree, a Doctoral Degree or Professional Degree). 


